
CUMULATIVE 
IMPACTS OF 

POLLUTION IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES

• We are located in a part of LA County that is 
disproportionately impacted by pollution

• Quemetco is one of the biggest polluters in LA 
County and it now wants to increase production 
by 25%

• The facility poses a well documented danger to 
our families and cannot be allowed to expand

• We need everyone involved to work together 
to oppose the expansion

April 26, 2023 Meeting



We are environmental justice 
communities



ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE 

COMMUNITIES FACE 
MANY CHALLENGES



POLLUTING 
FACILITIES IN 

OUR 
COMMUNITY



Toxic releases in our community



San Gabriel Valley 
Superfund Site

Source: EPA Progress Update May 2021



Source: EPA Progress Update May 2021



Quemetco has been proven to be a bad neighbor

• In 2016, AQMD released a Health Risk Assessment for Quemetco because the facility had 
significantly exceeded arsenic emissions and elevated our cancer risk

• In November 2018, DTSC on behalf of the State of California sued Quemetco for 29 violations of 
state hazardous waste laws and regulations.

• Since then, Quemetco has repeatedly exceeded arsenic and lead emissions limits and was fined 
$600,000.00 by SCAQMD in 2020

• DTSC Settlement 2022: Quemetco has to pay only a tiny fraction of what the facility was liable 
for, given the number and duration of violations – with some continuing for years. Based on 
Earthjustice’s calculations, DTSC could have penalized Quemetco for at least $140 million to up 
to $2.2 billion. 



EPA designates 
Quemetco as a 
Significant Noncomplier

Quemetco workers have elevated lead levels



Quemetco is too close to homes and schools



There is no safe level of lead

• Even very low blood lead levels have been linked to neurological
damage in children

• Once absorbed, lead accumulates in the body and is toxic to many 
bodily systems and organs, including the cardiovascular system, the 
blood (thus, causing conditions like anemia), the kidneys, the nervous 
system (thus, producing symptoms such as headache, lethargy, muscle 
weakness, tremors, and paralysis), and the reproductive system, among 
others



Protect Your Health: 
Living Near 
Quemetco

This County booklet includes detailed 
information on:

• How lead and arsenic can affect your 
health

• Information for your doctor or health care 
provider

• Information about soil testing

• Action steps you can take around your 
home, yard, and garden

• How to care for your pets

• What you can do to manage stress

• Resources for additional information



Still pending: Quemetco’s proposed 
expansion

• Quemetco is currently seeking approval from the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (“SCAQMD”) to expand its activity 

• This means processing 750 tons of hazardous waste per day, 
operating its lead smelting furnaces 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year, resulting in…

5000 more trucks in our community each year 
54, 750 more tons of hazardous waste 
30 million more gallons of wastewater



LA COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

OPPOSES 
QUEMETCO’S

PROPOSED 
EXPANSION



Protect our communities from harm
We need everyone involved to work together to oppose the expansion

Outreach to our political reps  

Outreach to news media

Attending public meetings

Canvassing door-to-door/Tabling at events

Organizing public demonstrations

http://cleanaircoalition.org/index.html


